River Heights City

RIVER HEIGHTS CITY
PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA

Tuesday, April 21, 2015
Notice is hereby given that the River Heights City Planning Commission will hold their

regular meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the River Heights City Office Building
at 520 S 500 E.

7:00 p.m. Adoption of Prior Minutes

7:05 p.m. Public Hearing to Discuss the Orchard Heights Minor Subdivision,
Submitted by Casey McFarland

7:20 p.m. Discuss Councilmember Wilson’s Request to Amend the General Plan to
Label the Old Church Property as ‘Parks and Rec’

7:25 p.m. Public Hearing to Announce Upcoming Amendments to the General Plan
7:35 p.m. Solar Ordinance Discussion
4:35 p.m. Elect a New Commission Chair and Vice-Chair

8:00 p.m. Adjourn

Posted this 16" day oprnl 2015
@jt(/ W Spind

Sheila Lind, Rec@g der

In compliance with the American Disabilities Act, individuals needing special accommodations (including auxiliary
communicative aids and services) during this meeting should notify Sheila Lind, (435) 770-2061 at least 24 hours
before the meeting.
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River Heights City Planning Commission -
Minutes of the Meeting
April 21, 2015

Present: Commission members: Rex Davidsavor, Chairman
Nina Knowles
Mark Malmstrom
Danny Petersen
Jim Royle
Patti Seeholzer

Mayor James Brackner
Councilmembers Blake Wright
Dixie Wilson
Geoff Smith
Recorder Sheila Lind
Others Present: Alvin Southard, Joyce Crocket, Cindy Schaub,

Annette Eliason, Heather Lehnig, Milt Andersen
Motions made During the Meeting

Motion #1

Commissioner Seeholzer moved to “approve the minutes of the April 7, 2015
Commission Meeting, with changes.” Commissioner Petersen seconded the motion, which
carried.

Motion #2
Commissioner Malmstrom moved to “approve the Orchard Héights Minor Subdivision

submitted by Casey McFarland, as submitted.” Commissioner Royle seconded the motion,
which carried.

Proceedings of the Meeting

The River Heights City Planning Commission met at 7:00 p.m. in the Ervin R. Crosbie
Council Chambers on April 21, 2015.
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Adoption of Prior Minutes: Minutes for the April 7, 2015 Planning Commission Meeting
were reviewed with changes discussed. - L

Commissioner Seeholzer moved to “approve the minutes of the April 7, 2015 W
Commission Meeting, with changes.” Commissioner Petersen seconded the motion, which

carried.

Public Hearing to Discuss the Orchard Heights Minor Subdivision, Submitted by Casey
McFarland: Commissioner Davidsavor pointed out he received one letter, in favor. He opened
the public hearing. Cindy Schaub asked Casey McFarland if he planned to build on the new lot
that was being created. He plans to sell it eventually. The buyers will find a builder. The
question was raised on if the home could be two stories or not. After checking, it was

" determined there were no height restrictions in the original subdivision covenants.

Annette Eliason asked what the setbacks would be if a home was built on the property.
Councilmember Wright explained the lot has plenty of square feet for the R-1-8 zone and he
told her what the setbacks were.

Al Southard was aware there are height restrictions on dwellings. Counciilmember
Wright said it is 35 feet, minus the chimney.

Casey McFarland asked if he could sell to whoever he wants. He was told this is true. He
discussed the problem he has had with the water line to water the property. Councilmember
Wright informed he is obligated to get water and sewer stubbed to the lot, since he is the
subdivider. Mr. McFarland asked if he could do this just before the lot gets built on.
Councilmember Wright wasn’t sure. The city engineer would know the answer to this and can
let him know when he reviews the plan.

Commissioners Petersen and Malmstrom wondered if the buyer could be responsible to
put in the improvements.

Commissioner Malmstrom moved to “approve the Orchard Heights Minor Subdivision
submitted by Casey McFarland, as submitted.” Commissioner Royle seconded the motion,
which carried.

Councilmember Wright informed Casey McFarland his next step will be to move on to
the final plat. His engineer should get with City Engineer Craig Rasmussen, to make sure his
plan follows the ordinance. He should also discuss the question about improvements with
Engineer Rasmussen.

Discuss Councilmember Wilson’s Request to Amend the General Plan to Label the Old
Church Property as ‘Parks and Rec’: Councilmember Wilson said she has requested this
amendment because she feels the Parks and Rec zone fits naturally with the surrounding area
and the city owns it. Councilmember Wright explained this amendment to the General Plan

would not change the current zone, until someone requested it. Ms. Wilson sees it as a
formality, for the future. She envisions leaving the parking lot, and planting grass where the

River Heights City Planning Commission 4/21/15
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building now stands. She would like to see this in the near future. She doesn’t like the idea of
the city selling property.

Public Hearing to Announce Upcoming Amendments to the General Plan: It was
determined that the city building and old school are labeled as ‘residential’ in the General Plan.
Councilmember Wilson suggested changing these properties as well. The Commission agreed

to consider changing all city owned property on the city block to ‘parks and rec,” including the
school district property.

Commissioner Davidsavor discussed another possible change, which was talked about
last year, to Section 2.4.8, in regards to pedestrian and bicycle paths.

The Commission thanked Councilmember Wilson and agreed with her amendment idea.

Solar Ordinance Discussion: Commissioner Knowles asked for clarification on which

ordinance she should use. Commissioner Davidsavor suggested a combination of the two they
had looked at. He mentioned some items that need to be addressed, such as; the right-of-the
solar panel owner versus the right of tree owners and, a professional certified solar installer
should be required. It needs to be comply with state solar codes. The house and roof should
face the right angle.

Commissioner Malmstrom understands the property rights fere-sefacpanet go to the
sky. A huge tree should be okay if it doesn’t encroach over into the neighbor’s space (roots or
branches). Commissioner Knowles said there are such things as solar easements.
Commissioner Davidsavor recommended seeking the advice of the city attorney in dealing with
property rights.

Heather Lehnig suggested there should be someone following up to make sure a
licensed installer actually installs the panels.

Councilmember Wilson feels solar panels are unattractive. Commissioner Davidsavor
said new technology looks better; they blend in roofs. Commissioner Petersen said the
ordinance could state the panel has to stay with the slope of the roof, facing the proper
direction. Ms. Wilson stated that residential restrictions would be different than commercial.

Commissioner Davidsavor asked Commissioner Knowles to combine the two ordinances
to come up with what she feels River Heights is looking for in a solar ordinance. A permit would
need to be required.

Commissioner Knowles will try to have a rough draft ready for the next meeting, in two
weeks.

Elect a New Commission Chair and Vice-Chair: Due to the recent resignation of

Commissioner Davidsavor, the appointment of a new chairman was in order. Commissioner
Knowles nominated Commissioner Malmstrom. Commissioner Petersen seconded the
nomination. Councilmember Wright informed that Mr. Malmstrom had previously served on
the Providence Commission for three years and believed he’d do a fine job. Mr. Wright stated

River Heights City Planning Commission 4/21/15
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he had talked with the other Commissioners and none were interested in serving as chairman.
Mr. Malmstrom said he would give it a try. All commissioners were in favor of the nomination.

Commissioner Seeholzer nominated Commissioner Petersen as vice chair.
Commissioner Malmstrom seconded the nomination, with all in favor.

S hfint

Sheila Lind, Recoré/er

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

R. Rex Davidsavor, Chairman
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P&Z:
The Old Church Property:

Having requested the old church property to be part of the master plan as part of the River
Heights City parks system, | would like to give you some reasons for my request.

1. We have very little land in the center of the city available for open space. This piece
of property would fit that need in and around the city office and park.

2. As our city grows and the Olsen/Ryans park becomes busier, the need for open
space and off street parking becomes a need and an issue.

3. On the area where the church now stands, | would like to plant grass and leave the parking
lot as it is at this time.

4. | believe that the old school property is already designated as park and this would connect the
two pieces of property in the park system. (Blake is that right)

5. Planning for future open space in our city becomes necessary as we grow and especially
in the center of River Heights where available space is almost nonexistent.

;o 6. This property is owned by River Heights City therefore we would not have to buy property and
s that is another positive factor for including it in the park system master plan for
open space and future planning.
Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Dixie Wilson

River Heights City Council
Parks and Recreation

lofl : 4/21/15 9:57 AM
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Proposed Améndment to the General Plan, River Heights City. A/ \Q@g% [O‘/O (J/\d/MCJ/
P | o the, General Plan.

Reads:
<L

2.4.8 Goal: Plan Pedestrian and Bicycle paths

Policies:
Ensure Safe pedestrian traffic to and from River Heights Elementary School and other traffic

crossing zones.
Plan for a pedestrian/bicycle path where possible.
Require that pedestrian and bicycle movement across any new roads be central to the design of

any new road project.

Amended to read:

2.4.8 Goal: Plan Pedestrian and Bicycle paths.

Policies:

. Ensure Safe pedestrian traffic to and from, River Heights City Offices, River He1ghts

Elementary School and other traffic crossing zones.
Plan for a pedestrian/bicycle path where possible.
Require that pedestrian and bicycle movement across any new roads be central to the design of

any new road project.
. Reguire-complianee with Title Il standards of the Americans with Disabilities Act concerning

sidewalk ‘accessibility design standards.

»Requim/é&ssesm of all ADA sidewalk deficiencies within the city.

Create a plan and project priority list for sidewalk rehabilitation and new construction.
Establish a reasonable timeline for achieving all ADA compliant upgrades to sidewalk

infrastructure.



